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Why is the word ‘God’ special 
to Christians? 

EYFS-unit F1
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Making connections:

Talk about things they find interesting, puzzling 

or wonderful and also about their own 

experiences and feelings about the world.

Think about the wonders of the natural world, 

expressing ideas and feelings 

What is amazing about the world? 

Pupils went outsider to explore the natural environment.
Used magnifying glasses-created a sense of awe and wonder. 
Looked at close-up photos of patterns from nature to highlight the colour, variety and 
beauty to be found
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Making connections:

Talk about things they find interesting, puzzling 

or wonderful and also about their own 

experiences and feelings about the world.

Think about the wonders of the natural world, 

expressing ideas and feelings 

What does the word God mean? 

Introduce the idea, through story and creation art (global and from a range of 
artists), that some people believe a creator made the earth/is the reason there 
is something and not nothing.
Have they heard the word God before?
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Which people believe God is the creator of 
everything? 

Making sense:

Retell stories, talking about what they say 

about the world, God, human beings 
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Why should we care for the earth? 

Making connections

Talk about what people do to mess up the 

world and what they do to look after it. 
 

The idea of creating something and then giving it to someone to have stewardship is often a 
tricky concept, so by doing this creative activity pupils began to understand:
-how it feels to be a creator-hard work, being proud, wanting whom you give it to care for it
-how the person who is given it to care for should treat it (with care)
-how the creator would feel if the item is cared for or not

Link to the idea of stewardship-what some people believe the earth was created by God, that 
humans have a duty to care for it and do so because God made it. 
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What do Christians and other people (including non-religious) think 
about the world and how we should treat it? 

Making connections

Talk about what people do to mess up the 

world and what they do to look after it. 
 

What do you 
like about 
the world?

Are you nice 
to animals?

How do you 
look after 

the world?
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What do Christians and other people (including non-religious) think 
about the world and how we should treat it? 

Making connections

Talk about what people do to mess up the 

world and what they do to look after it. 
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What do Christians say about God as creator? 

Understanding impact

Say how and when Christians like 

to thank their Creator 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000zwv4/my-first-
festivals-series-2-6-harvest

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000zwv4/my-first-festivals-series-2-6-harvest
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000zwv4/my-first-festivals-series-2-6-harvest


• What different tools and methods or ways of knowing do 
you think work best with the EYFS units?

• Can you think of any others you may use?
• How do you think you can make these explicit to your 

pupils?
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What does it mean to belong to 
a faith or belief community? 

Year 1 
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What does it mean to belong to a 
faith community?

How do we know people belong 
to these groups?

What might they wear?

What might they have to show 
belonging?



Make connections: 
• Give examples of ways in which people express 
their identity and belonging within faith communities 
and other communities, responding sensitively to 
differences

How do some Muslim and Christian 
people show they belong? 



Is every person valuable?

Write or draw, 
why people 

feel happy in 
the Bible.

Make sense of beliefs: 
• Recognise that loving others is important in 
lots of communities 
• Say simply what Jesus and one other 
religious leader taught about loving other 
people.



How can Christians show they love each 
other and other people? 
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John 13:34-35 
Mark 12:30-31

Make sense of beliefs: 
• Recognise that loving others is important in lots of communities 
• Say simply what Jesus and one other religious leader taught about 
loving other people



Welcoming a new baby 
How do some Christians and Muslims welcome a new baby?
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Understand the impact: 
• Give an account of what happens at a traditional 
Christian and Jewish or Muslim welcome ceremony, and 
suggest what the actions and symbols mean 
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‘Happy 
because they 

are part of 
God’s family.’ 

‘I think they are proud 
because the baby is 
welcome into God’s 

family and loving god, 
and god feels happy 

too.’

‘So, so happy 
because she’s 
welcome in the 

faith community.’ 

‘Proud, 
special, 

welcomed.’

‘They are crying 
happy tears od 

joy.’

Understand the impact: 
• Give an account of what happens at a traditional 
Christian and Jewish or Muslim welcome ceremony, 
and suggest what the actions and symbols mean 



Understand the impact:
 • Give an account of what happens at a 
traditional Christian and Jewish or Muslim 
welcome ceremony, and suggest what the actions 
and symbols mean 



How do some people show they belong to 
each other?
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Understand the impact: 
• Give an account of what happens at a traditional Christian and Jewish or 
Muslim welcome ceremony, and suggest what the actions and symbols mean 
• Identify at least two ways people show they love each other and belong to 
each other when they get married (Christian and/or Jewish and non-religious



Belonging to each other in a Jewish wedding 
ceremony
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What matters about being in a community? 
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Make connections: 
• Give examples of ways in which people express their 
identity and belonging within faith communities and other 
communities, responding sensitively to differences
 • Talk about what they think is good about being in a 
community, for people in faith communities and for 
themselves, giving a good reason for their ideas.



What does it mean to belong to a faith community or belief 
community?
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Make sense of beliefs:
 • Recognise that loving others is important in 
lots of communities 



What matters about being part of our school 
community?
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‘I feel safe, happy, 
cheerful, playful 
and welcome.’

‘It is like we are 
one big family.’ 

‘I have lots of 
friends to play 

with, they make 
me happy.’

‘I feel safe and 
loved.’ 

‘Everyone 
cares about 

me.’

• Talk about what they think is good about being in a 
community, for people in faith communities and for 
themselves, giving a good reason for their ideas.

Make connections



Case Studies

© RE Today Services 
19/02/2025



• Which of these do you currently use in your units 
of work?

•  How can you be more transparent about drawing 
attention to these methods with children? 

• Are there any you could add? 
© RE Today Services 19/02/2025
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How do people from religious 
and non-religious communities  

celebrate key festivals? 
Additional unit LKS2
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RE Today Big Questions Big Answers
Volume 2 Investigating Worldviews 
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Think about times in their own lives when pupils remember and celebrate significant 
events/people, and why and how they do this. Are there similarities and differences in 

practices across the class? Why might this be? 
 

What do you celebrate, why and how? 

Understand the impact: 

Describe how people show what is important to them at a festival 

in how they mark it. 

Identify some differences in how people within and between 

different religious and non-religious worldviews celebrate festivals
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What do some people do at Christmas? 

Opportunity to be a Religious studies investigator
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What do some people do at Christmas ? 

Understand the impact: 

Describe how people show what is important to them at a festival 

in how they mark it. 

Identify some differences in how people within and between 

different religious and non-religious worldviews celebrate festivals

Use images of religious and non-religious Christmas traditione.g. tree decorating, 
Christmas meal, nativity scene, church service
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What do some people do at Christmas ? 

Understand the impact: 

Make simple links between stories, teachings and values 

behind festivals and how people remember these when 

celebrating. 

Make sense of belief: 

Identify and describe some core beliefs, values and stories 

remembered at festivals. 

Dive deeper into 1 religious and 1 secular 
practice. 
Look at why these might be done.
Explore the Nativity by looking at the bible 
story. Opportunity to recap what they know already about 

the Christmas story

Opportunity to be a Religious studies investigator

Image of nativity set

Image of tree 
decorating



Dr Rachael Shillitoe

Sociology is about people’s 
everyday lives. We look at individual 
people, groups and organisations.  

We look at how the society we live 
in affects our lives and how the 
world around us changes. 

We love asking questions – e.g. we 
do big surveys and interviews, and 
collect the information.    

Become a 
sociologist 
for a day…

How do people celebrate Christmas?

Opportunity to be a sociology investigator
© RE Today Services 09/04/2025



Do some more predicting… 
What do people usually do for Christmas? 
Rank these responses: top and bottom in…

a.Go to church
b.Go to parties
c. Get together with friends
d.Exchange gifts
e.Put up a Christmas tree
f. Pray
g. Reflect on the birth of Jesus
h.Get together with family
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Do some more predicting… 
What do people usually do for 
Christmas? 
Rank these responses

2020 survey
2,169 people over 16 in UK
YouGov

60% 
Sing carols

British Social 
Attitudes 
Survey
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Understand the impact: 

Describe how people show what is 

important to them at a festival in how 

they mark it. 

Identify some differences in how 

people within and between different 

religious and non-religious worldviews 

celebrate festivals.

© RE Today Services 09/04/2025



What is the religious or non-religious worldview?

Do they celebrate Christmas? How?

What do they say is the most important thing at Christmas? 

Thinking of the people

I’m Daniel. I really enjoy Christmas time 
because there are always so many presents 
underneath the tree and fun times to share 
with my family. We are a Christian family, so 
we celebrate Christmas each year. In the 
morning, we open our presents, then my mum 
cooks the most amazing turkey for lunch 
before we all watch the Queen’s speech. For 
us, Christmas is all about being with family. 
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What is the religious or non-religious worldview?

Do they celebrate Christmas? How?

What do they say is the most important thing at Christmas? 

Thinking of the people

I’m Sally. I always go to church at Christmas time and 
especially enjoy the service at midnight. I go to church 
most Sundays but it seems more special somehow at 
Christmas because it really helps me to think about 
the birth of Jesus and what that means. Celebrating 
Jesus’ birth is the most important thing about 
Christmas to me. I enjoy giving my family and friends 
gifts at Christmas to show I care for them and 
because I think Jesus was G-d’s gift to the world. 
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Investigate some real people 

Listen to these people 
talking. Find out:  
• What is their religion or 

worldview?
• How do they celebrate 

Christmas?
• What do they think is the 

most important thing 
about celebrating 
Christmas? 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9Ggf5OQrGg&list=PLEC
WHV568SXQy3TdRf5v8AWzta--3S6je&index=1 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9Ggf5OQrGg&list=PLECWHV568SXQy3TdRf5v8AWzta--3S6je&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9Ggf5OQrGg&list=PLECWHV568SXQy3TdRf5v8AWzta--3S6je&index=1


• Get pupils to do their 
own survey

• Analyse the data
• Compare with other 

surveys

What conclusions can 
they draw about how 
people (religious and non-
religious) celebrate 
Christmas?

Dr Rachael 
Shillitoe

Are the surveys 
consistent?

Can pupils see 
any patterns?

How do they 
interpret the 
data? 
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Be a 
sociologist 
for a day…

Many Christians 
might….

Many non- 
Christians might….

How do we explain religion in modern Britain?

Make connections: 

Raise questions and 

suggest answers 

about how far beliefs 

and different practices 

studied might make a 

difference to how 

pupils think and live. 
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Be a 
sociologist 
for a day…

How do we explain religion in modern Britain?

© RE Today Services 09/04/2025



Be a 
sociologis

t for a 
day…

Be a 
sociologist 
for a day…

How do we explain religion in modern Britain?

Make connections: 

Raise questions and suggest answers about how far 

beliefs and different practices studied might make a 

difference to how pupils think and live. 
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Understand the impact: 

Describe how people show what is important to them at a 

festival in how they mark it. 

Make sense of belief: 

Identify and describe some core beliefs, values and stories 

remembered at festivals. 

What do some people do at Rosh Hashana ? 

Images of Rosh Hashana
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What happens in a Jewish home at Rosh Hashanah?

Understand the impact: 

Identify some differences 

in how people within and 

between different 

religious and non-

religious worldviews 

celebrate festivals



Rosh Hashana
• Of all the major Jewish holidays explored in the survey, Rosh Hashana was the most 

widely observed, with 74% of Jews in Britain observing rituals at home in September 
2022

• 57% of Jews attended at least one synagogue service during Rosh Hashana 2022.

• Jewish men were more likely than Jewish women to attend a Rosh Hashana synagogue 
service (in person)

• Jewish men were less likely than Jewish women to observe ritual practices at home.

• Larger Jewish households are more likely than smaller households to observe rituals 
such as eating apples and honey.

https://www.jpr.org.uk/reports/shana-tova-observance-rosh-hashana-and-yom-kippur-among-jews-uk

Understand the impact: 

Identify some differences in how people within and between different 

religious and non-religious worldviews celebrate festivals

Make connections: 

Raise questions and suggest answers about how far beliefs and 

different practices studied might make a difference to how pupils 

think and live. © RE Today Services 09/04/2025

https://www.jpr.org.uk/reports/shana-tova-observance-rosh-hashana-and-yom-kippur-among-jews-uk
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How do people from religious and 
non-religious communities  

celebrate key festivals? 
Additional unit LKS2

Connecting ways of knowing to 
disciplines: how do you think 
your pupils will respond?



U2.13: What can be done to reduce racism? 
Can religion help?

• There is a strong focus on values, found in many religions, 
which promote human wellbeing, respect for all, harmony and 
mutuality.

•  These lessons allow us to,  challenge and confront racism and 
invite pupils to consider how they can cultivate an open mind 
and reduce their own prejudice. 

• By using the concepts of commitment, respect and tolerance 
and examples of co-operation between faiths the unit aims to 
contribute to religious understanding for a plural community, 
and a plural world. 
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U2.13: What can be done to reduce racism? 
Can religion help?
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Racism: what is it, and why is it unfair?
What can we learn from 6 examples?
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Racism: what is it, and why is it unfair?
What can we learn from 6 examples?

• From bad to worse? 

Racism is always bad, but are some 
examples worse than others, or are they 
all equally as bad.
Think about these examples, can you rank them 
from the worst and explain your reasoning? 

 
 

• Racism in the playground
• Slavery
• Racial discrimination in the workplace
• Killing of George Floyd
• Rosa Parks
• Racial discrimination in the church  

© RE Today Services 19/02/2025

Stereotype
Discrimination
Prejudice
Racism 
Hate crime 



Who deserves a statue? 

• Who should be memorialised, remembered 
or celebrated with a statue? 

• Who in our school is most likely to be cast in 
bronze and remembered in 100 years time? 
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Who was 
John Wesley? 
Why is there 

a statue of 
him in 

Bristol?

• John Wesley was born over 300 years ago in 1703 in Lincolnshire. 

• He was only five when he nearly died! His house caught fire one 
night, and he was trapped in an upstairs room. Two men from his 
church – one standing on the other’s shoulders – rescued him 
just before he burned to death. Afterwards John’s mum Susanna 
thought that he had been saved for a purpose.

• When he grew up, he became the leader of a new Christian 
community, called the Methodist Church. He preached that God 
loves every person more than anyone can imagine. Anyone can 
be friends with God, who forgives us. Anyone can talk to God 
through prayer.

• Guess what he looked like – and guess the answers to 6 quiz 
questions on the next slide.

Anti-racist RE resources (natre.org.uk)

https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-racist-re/


Who was Edward Colston? Why was there a statue of 
him in Bristol?

➢Edward Colston was born in Bristol to a rich and important family in 1636, 
over 380 years ago. 

➢When he grew up, he became a sea merchant, running many ships that 
traded from Spain and Portugal and also to Africa and the Caribbean

➢He traded in sherry, vegetable oil, silk, wine, fruits, gold, silver – and 
enslaved people. He became very rich from his trading. He owned two big 
houses, one in Bristol.

➢The enslaved people were men, women and children captured in West 
Africa and taken like cargo on ships to work for no money on sugar and 
tobacco farms 3500 miles away. Many enslaved people died on Colston’s 
ships. Their bodies were thrown into the sea.

➢Edward gave money to his favourite charities in Bristol. When he died in 
1721, he was very rich. Guess the answers to 6 quiz questions on the next 
slide.



Why do we put 
statues up?

Choose your top 
three reasons, 1-2-3, 
from these 5

Look at the two 
statues on the next 
slide.

We make statues of people we think 
are heroes

We use statues to remind us of our 
history 

Statues are for the future: they tell 
the people in the future what 
mattered to the people who put 
them up

Statues express our values. Statues of 
soldiers value winning wars. Statues of 
philanthropists (who give money away) 
value charity

A statue is like a prize. We give a statue 
to the family of a person who we think 
is a winner.



Two statues in Bristol

John 
Wesley

Edward 
Colston



This is quite a grown up clip. 
Watch and listen carefully, then 
ask some questions and discuss 
answers with your teacher. It’s a 
news clip from summer 2020.

An extra clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgMVI8GDp2k

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgMVI8GDp2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgMVI8GDp2k


Was it a good thing to throw Edward Colston’s statue in 
the docks?
Here are some arguments on both sides. Can you add any more?
Select what you think are the two best arguments on each side from the boxes below

Yes because…
➢ Colston was a racist and believed 

white people mattered but black 
people did not

➢ Colston was a slave trader and many 
enslaved people died on his boats

➢ We don’t admire people for just 
being rich. They have to be good too!

➢ Black people living in Bristol find the 
statue very offensive and 
emotionally upsetting.

➢ … 

No because…
➢ The statue might remind people he 

was a slave-trader, which we 
shouldn’t forget

➢ It should have been taken down by 
the Mayor or the Council, not by a 
crowd on a protest

➢ He did some good with his money
➢ Throwing it in the dock was very 

wasteful – melt it down and sell it for 
scrap metal instead

➢ … 



John Wesley: was he a great Christian leader? Why 
should he be remembered with a statue?
➢ Wesley often quoted the Christian Bible: ‘There is neither Jewish nor Gentile, slaves nor 

free, male nor female, but all are one in Jesus Christ.’ 
➢ He believed that every human was made to be like God, ‘in the image of God.’
➢ He put his beliefs into action by being friends with people whatever their race or skin 

colour.
➢ The impact of his life was huge – in his own time, he preached to many thousands, but 

since then Methodist Christianity has grown all over the world to be about 80 million 
strong

➢ Famous Methodist Christians include Presidents of the USA, Nelson Mandela – and 
Beyonce.

➢ Find out more about John Wesley at the New Room website:  
www.newroombristol.org.uk 

http://www.newroombristol.org.uk/


Further work: the human bar 
chart of opinions

➢ Read the quotations on the next 6 
slides, and make a human bar chart 
with your class, exploring how far 
each child agrees with the ideas, and 
why.

➢ The human bar chart uses your own 
body to show your point of view – 
stand by the number that represents 
your opinion. 

➢ 1 = strongly agree. 6 = strongly 
disagree.

➢ An alternative to a human chart is to 
make one out of coloured A4 pieces 
of paper, which children lay on the 
floor in turn, or to hold up a 
whiteboard with the number of your 
opinion on it. 

➢ Discuss as you go!



1 = agree 
strongly

6= disagree 
strongly

“I think it was a bad idea 
to tear down the statue 
of Colston and throw it 
in the docks”



“John Wesley’s bravery, 
anti-slavery and 
generosity mean that 
he’s a good person to 
have a statue.”

1 = agree 
strongly

6= disagree 
strongly



1 = agree 
strongly

6= disagree 
strongly

“Pulling down statues is not 
as important as changing 
our hearts and minds and 
being less racist. Real 
change is inside, not just 
about what’s on a podium”



“Racism today is the ugly 
result of slavery in the past. 
We will have to work harder 
to drown racism in the 
docks.”

1 = agree 
strongly

6= disagree 
strongly
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