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What is Phonics?

 Letter sounds initially, then letter names 

 Pure sound, not schwa

Terminology: 

 Fred talk 

 Fred fingers (segmenting to write)

 Fred in your head (blending to read)

 Red words (tricky words): the, I, of, no, go, he 

 Special friends (digraphs)



Reading

 In school reading: decoding, comprehension, prosody 

(reading like a reader)

 Reading for pleasure (what’s the point?)

 Half termly assessment and year 1 Phonics check



Parental Engagement 
 The EEF (Education Endowment Foundation) has found that parental 

engagement has a positive impact of around 4 months progress over 

a year, and is especially effective the younger it starts. 

Assessment



• Reading diaries in school 

every day

• Practise reading, and then 

spelling, red words  

• Share stories and share 

yourself as a reader 

• Make sure your child is in 

school! 


